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Subsidized Child Care Handout for Butte County 
(State budget cuts may result in reductions to funding for child care programs.  

The information on programs in this handout is subject to change) 

 

Need help paying for child care? If you do, 

you’re looking for “subsidized” child care. This 

handout will assist you in your search. There are 

a variety of programs in Butte County to help 

low-income families. It’s important for you to 

start early to find a subsidized program for your 

child because there are more families who need 

help than there is money to provide assistance.  

 

Who funds subsidized child care?  The 

California Department of Education (CDE) 

administers most of the child care funds in 

California.  

 

What types of programs are available?  

Child Development Centers (CDC) General Child 

Care and Development programs are State and 

Federally funded programs that use centers 

operated or administered by either public or 

private agencies and local educational agencies. 

These agencies provide child development 

services for children from birth through 12 

years of age (and older children who have 

exceptional needs).  These programs provide 

 an educational component that is culturally 

developmentally, and linguistically appropriate 

for children served. However, there are very 

few child care centers that serve infants. Most 

serve children beginning at age three. These 

programs generally offer full day, full year care. 

 

State Preschool Programs (SPP or Pre-K) These 

are State and Federally funded center-based 

programs that serve eligible three and four year 

old children. State Preschool programs are 

administered through local educational 

agencies, colleges, community-action agencies 

and private non-profits. The programs offer 

both part-day and full-day services that provide 

core class curriculum that is developmentally, 

culturally and linguistically appropriate for the 

children served.  

 

Alternative Payment Programs (AP) In Butte 

County we refer to this program as the Child 

Care Payment Program or (CP). This program is 

funded with State and Federal funds, and is 

intended to increase parental choice and 

accommodate the individual needs of the family 

by offering a variety of child care options. These 

programs do not provide the actual child care; 

instead they reimburse the provider directly for 

the care of eligible families in licensed family 

child care homes, centers or licensed-exempt 

child care situations.   
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CalWORKs Child Care (Welfare to Work -Stage 

1, Stage 2, Stage 3 Programs) These programs  

are funded by both the State and Federal 

government. The programs serve parents 

receiving cash aid (TANF) and parents who have 

worked their way off cash aid but are still low-

income. Stage 1 is administered by the 

California Department of Social Services 

through County Welfare Departments. Stage I 

begins when the family enters the CalWORKs 

grant program and begins approved activities. 

In Butte County Valley Oak Children’s Services 

sub-contracts to administer Stage I. Stage 2 is 

administered by the California Department of 

Education through a contract with VOCS 

(AP/CP) program. Families are transferred from 

Stage 1 once they are deemed stable; 

participation is limited to two years after the 

family stops receiving cash aid.  Stage 3 is also 

administered by the California Department of 

Education through a contract with VOCS 

(AP/CP) program. A family can move to this 

stage when they have exhausted their two-year 

limit in either Stage 1 or 2 (referred to as 

“timing-out”).  Families can remain in Stage 3 

for as long as they remain eligible for child care 

assistance. 

 

Butte County Head Start, Early Head Start and 

Migrant Head Start Programs The rules and 

eligibility criteria for these programs are 

different from other programs serving low-

income families. Head Start programs receive 

Federal funding and Butte County programs are 

administered by E-center. Most of these 

programs offer part-day & full-day sessions and 

operate primarily during the public school year.  

Contact E-Center for eligibility and enrollment 

information at (866) 417-4255. 

How Do I Qualify for Subsidized Child Care 

Assistance?  In order to qualify for subsidized 

child care, your family’s income must be below 

a certain level set by the California Department 

of Education based on your family size and 

gross monthly income. For most State/Federal 

programs, parents must be working, looking for 

work, going to school, in training or 

incapacitated.  You can place your name on the 

eligibility waiting list for subsidized programs  

by contacting Valley Oak Children’s Services. 

(See the following chart to see if you are income 

eligible). 

 

Schedule of Income Ceilings for Child care and 

Development Programs * 

(Does not apply to Head Start Programs) 

Note: The following is a partial list of income 

types that will count towards your total 

household income: 

Wages/salaries  Self-employment income      

Child/spousal support  Worker’s compensation 

Unemployment   Veteran’s benefits 

Pensions or annuities Disability Insurance   

Cash Aid (TANF or CalWORKs).  

 

For more information on subsidized programs 

in Butte County or to be placed on the 

Centralized Eligibility List call: 

 895-3572 or 800-345-8627 
Funded by California Department of Education,               

Early Education & Support Division 

                         Gross Monthly 
Family Size       Income                   Yearly Income 
1-2                      $3,283                        $39,396 

3                          $3,518            $42,216 

4            $3,908                       $46,896 

5                          $4,534                        $54,408     

6                          $5,159                        $61,908 

7                          $5,276                        $63,312  

8 or more           $5,394                        $64,728 

 

*Income guidelines are subject to change 

 


